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SPRING 2027
Questions should be directed to firstyearseminar@salemstate.edu


· Many of the common questions about first year seminars are answered on the FYE website:  www.salemstate.edu/fys.  Please review all the information before selecting your seminar!  NOTE:  seminars are NOT selected through Navigator.  Students will select using the process outlined via email.

· If you want to change your seminar after making your selection, you will need to speak with the First Year Experience office by emailing firstyearseminar@salemstate.edu or calling 978.542.2618.  Please note that spaces are limited so depending on when you contact the office, changing your section may not be an option.

· The first year seminar is worth 3 credits meaning it is an academic course and will involve reading, writing, and critical analysis like any other college-level course you take.  While there are “transition to college” elements woven into the seminar the main focus is on a particular academic topic.  For example, if you took a dance or yoga or music class in high school you may have focused your time on actually dancing, doing yoga, or singing.  A first year seminar focused on one of those topics might include “doing” but is going to also focus on reading about the history of those topics, perhaps studying cultural impact, writing papers, and engaging in academic discussions about the topic.    

You will choose ONE of the following seminars for the spring semester.  

Don’t Tell Me What to Think!										(2699)
We are constantly directed by others (sometimes with good intentions and often without) to think and act a certain way.  Corporations try to persuade us to buy their product, politicians to support their ideology, video game makers to keep playing, social media sites to pay attention, religious organizations to have faith, and even friends and family members to behave in acceptable ways. People often play on our inexperience and insecurities and manipulate us in ways in which we are not aware.  We’ll examine fictional works, current events, videos, and our own experiences to identify how our identities are formed and how others attempt to influence us.  We’ll ask, who am I and what are my goals?  We'll explore ways people work to protect and express their unique identities and consider how we can become more mindful, independent, and critical thinkers.  Wednesdays, 4:30pm – 6:50pm (Location TBA)

Perspectives: Is it really all in how you look at it?							(2642)
Did you include the first-person "I" in the beginning of your college admissions essay? It is likely that you did and this is unsurprising. After all, a lot of high school is about developing an identity and college is an opportunity to introduce that person to the world. In this course we will challenge notions of the self by examining multiple subjects from different perspectives. What happens to the idea of a "race riot" when you see it through different cultural filters? How do you change your voice for different audiences? You are an English speaker, great, what impact does that have on your relationships with others and how they hear you? Why is it important to spend time as an "other"? The goal of this course is not only to learn more about ourselves, but also to better feel the contours of how that sense of self influences our interpretations of the world.  Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10:50am – 12:05pm (Sullivan Building)
Viewpoints on Social (In)Justice										(1466)
“How we think about something makes a difference not only at the level of theory, but in terms of practice as well” (Apple, 1992). This seminar will focus on questions of social justice, how it is defined and who controls access. As part of an interdisciplinary examination to questions of justice we will focus on different constructions of justice based on thinkers from Plato to Rawls, Russell to Singer: potential topics will include but not limited to, Climate change, Gun control, Abortion Rights (especially in a post Roe world), Healthcare (after COVID), Voting Rights, and Education, Black Lives Matter, Antifa, White Supremacy and the role of international norms (particularly in light of the war in Ukraine) as a result we will connect with students from Petro Mohyla Black Sea National University in Mykolaiv, Ukraine). The aim of the semester will be on the development of a lexicon and modes of presentation that will progress from an examination of the personal to the construction of what are taken as societal norms.  Wednesdays and Fridays, 12:15pm – 1:30pm (Sullivan Building)

Pickleball:  Why is it Having a Moment Now?								(2512)
How does pickleball have anything to do with college? Glad you asked! In this course, we will learn some of the physical skills developed playing pickleball. But we will also explore the sport from historical, scientific, and cultural perspectives as a form of academic inquiry to learn how a college student investigates this sport. In the process, you will have fun, continue to develop your writing and communication skills, develop your own curiosity and interests regarding sport and academics.  Tuesdays and Thursdays, 12:15pm – 1:30pm (O’Keefe Complex)

Controversial Issues in Society										(1304)
Do you love to debate controversial issues?  Do you try to avoid them at all costs?  Every society has its controversial issues, all of which must be approached from more than one perspective in an effort to make a sound decision.  Three very important perspectives are economics, politics, and ethics.  For example, animal testing for cosmetics, assisted dying, or even the legalization of drugs have an economics aspect of the costs and benefits, a political view from conservative to liberal, and an ethics understanding of right and wrong.  The objective of this course is not necessarily for us to reach a decision, but to think critically about the issues from an academic’s training in order to come to a good decision.  In the process, you will be introduced to the practices and approaches academic needs to succeed in college while doing so in a supportive community.   Wednesdays and Fridays, 12:15pm – 1:30pm (Central Campus Classroom Building)
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